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A Message from your President
Mark Teicher
On Saturday March 1 we held our first “Chain of Lakes Family 
Dinner.” Just like many families, we don’t get together often, but 
we do share many mutual problems and concerns. We had a heck 
of a good time and it was very nice to meet and talk with “cousins” 
from every lake, from Ore to Little Portage.
 
68 of us gathered for dinner at Zukey Lake Tavern and had 
great conversations about our key issues. Elected officials who 
attended and participated included State Senator Sue Shink, 
State Representative Jennifer Conlin, Livingston County Drain 
Commissioner Brian Jonckheere, Washtenaw County Water 
Resources Commissioner Gretchen Driskell, Putnam Twp. Trustee 
Jim Jensen (also our Board Member) and Dexter Township 
Trustees Laura Sanders and Karen Nolte. 

Of course, the Flook Dam, (condition, upcoming repairs, SAD 
and costs) was discussed. In addition to our elected officials, dam 
operator Art Stauch told us about how the dam does (and does 
not) work. Board Member from Whitewood Lake, Alan Rygiel, 
spoke about the dam, as well as HRCOLA participation with the 
Wayne State University Micro-Plastics Study. Board Secretary and 
Education Chair, Jan Arps-Prundeanu, led a discussion regarding 
natural shorelines and rain gardens. Board Member Bonnie 
Swanson discussed our lake water testing. 

Ore Lake issues were presented by Ore Lake Resident Maureen 
Molley, and others, through pictures and conversation. 
Unfortunately, they have suffered severe flooding, invasive plants, 
and are working on their own SAD. Craig Kivi presented about 
his continuing conservation areas and seeking to get Legacy 
Land Conservancy to take it over along with his ongoing efforts 
to preserve shorelines. It was great to see everyone and share 
important information, hoping to add our “reunion” annually for 
members.   
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Native Plant of the Season
Mary Beth Timmerman
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Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) has tall spikes of many tiny flowers 
and is a good vertical element to your shoreline garden. 
Its showy masses of tiny blooms attract butterflies and 
pollinators and does well in poor, dry soils that are typical of 
the crest of shorelines. This plant is often readily available at 
most nurseries.

You can view the 
Newsletter on the Website 

Volunteer Opportunity
We are in need of a volunteer to perform water testing for the 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program on Little Portage Lake.  
If you are interested, please call Bonnie Swanson at 
734-878-9160.



Treasure Hunt
Dave Wilutis

Years ago, a very dear friend of mine who loves to snorkel 
and scuba dive shared that every year he would go north to 
Torch Lake and snorkel through the channels and waterways 
by the Dockside restaurant gathering trash and an occasional 
keepsake “booty”.  It served two benefits: it satisfied his desire 
to be in the water snorkeling and it helped clean the lake 
bottom of much discarded trash left by party revelers and 
others.

I also enjoy snorkeling and his story triggered the need to 
do this dual-purpose activity on our own precious body of 
water.  Annually, when the grandkids come for their summer 
visit, I recruit them to help search for the elusive “booty”.  Our 
target location was an easy choice, the east side of Base Lake 
where the sand bar provides the perfect location for weekend 
revelers. Sadly, this also provides a resource of discarded trash 
left by some those revelers.  

We set out by boat with snorkels, goggles and nylon mesh 
bags to store our newly gathered “treasure”.  We return home 
at the end of our day with our catch and stories galore.  It is a 
bittersweet annual event. I wish we could explore for just the 
wild life beneath the waterline and the occasional lost anchor, 
but the dual-purpose activity passed on to future generations 
is a good reminder of our commitment to leave our Chain of 
Lakes better than we found them.

MICROPLASTICS
Tiny Pieces of Plastic Pollution
Alan Rygiel

Recently, an opportunity presented itself to your HRCOLA 
Board and we stepped up!
Starting this Spring, in cooperation with Wayne State 
University, several of your board members will be working 
side-by-side with research students to identify plastic 
pollution and its effects on our waters. We will collect samples 
at multiple sites to test soil for Microplastics on the Huron 
River Chain of Lakes. Samplings will be collected over several 
months 2025-2026 starting at Ore Lake and going to the 
Flook Dam.

The samples collected will be analyzed for types of 
Microplastics; size of samples found, potential harm to the 
environment, possible source of the plastics, etc. It is critical 
we analyze this data gleaned from these samples, as there 
could be dangers from consumption of fish, inhalation of air 
borne toxins, or problems from skin contact. 

If you are interested in volunteering to help with this important 
project and learning more, please let us know by emailing us at 
mail@HRCOLA.org.

The Huron River and our Chain of Lakes are very popular 
recreational destinations for visitors and year-round residents. 
This research will help our team to work with State and Federal 
government agencies for a cleaner environment in the future. 

Coming Soon:  
Rain Garden at Portage Launch Site 
Jan Arps-Prundeanu   

The HRCOLA education committee has been working on this 
for many months and the installation of a RAIN GARDEN 
is now scheduled for this Spring.     The DNR has been very 
supportive of the project as they see the benefits of filtering 
the water that flows into our lakes.   We hope you will check 
it out and come away with plans for creating your own rain 
garden!     

Resources are available – on our website:  HRCOLA.org

Donations to support the raingarden are welcome at 

HRCOLA.org. Look for the DONATE button in the header.

Reporting a Concern about 
Weed Control 
Bonnie Swanson 

If you have a concern about any of the Upper Lakes - Little 
Portage, Portage, Base Line, Tamarack, or Whitewood, you can 
follow the process below to report your concern.  Issues with 
Gallagher, Loon, Zukey, or Strawberry Lakes, please connect 
with Hamburg Township.

Go to:  washtenaw.org/327/Chain-of-Lakes

	 1.      Scroll down to the REPORT A CONCERN (Button)
	 2.     Fill in your information regarding the concern
	 3.     Submit



Lower Huron River Chain of Lakes 
2024 Review of Lake Treatments  
Jan Arps-Prundeanu  

The year- end review of the lake treatments on the Lower lakes 
was held 12/6/2024 with three HRCOLA board members 
present (Wilutis, Swanson & Arps-Prundeanu).   Both Paul 
Hausler and Jared Laughlin attended from Progressive 
Companies (formerly Progressive AE)  with Lauren Koloski, Theo 
Eggermont and Eric Mayo  representing Washtenaw County.  

The entire Annual Report for the Lower Lakes from Progressive 
can be found here:  www.washtenaw.org/2809/Chain-of-Lakes-
Archive  

In general, most were pleased with the project results: Eurasion 
water milfoil has been on a general downward trend since 2019.  
Flowering rush also showed significant reductions from 2023.     
Starry stonewort (in Tamarack and Whitewood) has decreased 
significantly since 2019 and the change in treatment strategy (i.e. 
harvesting first then treating) resulted in considerable reductions 
in 2024.  (It should be noted that when the board learned 
from Putnam Township’s Highland Lake experience with that 
strategy, HRCOLA Board member Bonnie Swanson pressed for 
it to be attempted in Tamarack and the results were significant 
reductions.) 

 The plan for 2025 is to once again harvest the stary stonewort 
first and coordinate the treatment timing with the seven day 
notice requirement to Ann Arbor.   Jared also hopes to coordinate 
all treatments with harvesting to increase its effectiveness.    The 
concern of many that the harvested weeds wash up on the 
shorelines was once again an issue for some.  Jared indicated 
that it is difficult to prevent and can be quite variable around the 
lakes. There was a lot of wild celery from propellers and geese 
well after harvesting occurred this past fall.    Huron Lakes Weed 
Control (the contract harvester) provides collection of weeds that 
residents put on the end of their docks within a given time frame 
which is more than most harvesters provide.  Huron Lakes Weed 
Control is open to contracting privately with those desiring a 
higher level of service, such as shore front clean up.          

The HRCOLA board has been challenging the timing of 
treatments over the years and researched the “existence” of the 
Cisco fish in our waters, which has precluded treatments prior to 
June 1st (except in the canals).  Fish surveys have not detected 
the Cicso fish in our waters for more than 45 years.  It is a cold-
water fish and possible causes for its extinction include predation 
by Northern Pike and deteriorating water quality – very little 
oxygen, AND increasingly warmer waters.   Progressive is hopeful 
that given the accepted status of the Cisco fish that treatments 
may start earlier in 2025.   

An earlier treatment of curly leaf pondweed would have the 
possible positive effect of reducing the biomass that can result 
in increased algal blooms.    If milfoil is detected early (if we once 
again have a warm spring)  there is potential that it could also be 
treated earlier than June 1st.  

Chloride levels in the lakes most connected to the Huron River 
continue to be of concern as it can affect the native plants, which 
have seen a slight decline.    One of the goals of the lake 

Flook Dam Repairs 
Jan Arps-Prundeanu

A public meeting was held 02/06/26 at the Hamburg 
Township Hall to review the special assessment property lists 
& corresponding costs for Portage, Base Line, Little Portage, 
Tamarack and Whitewood Lakes.   The presentation was made 
by Kyle O-Meara, attorney for Washtenaw County Water 
Resources.

•	 Cost of repairs - $ 2,107,950 (once approved by Livingston 
and Washtenaw County Commissioners in March, the 
interest rate will be determined. Anticipated around 5%)

•	 Assessments can be paid in full to avoid interest charges

•	 Washtenaw County did apply for the limited State grant 
funding available for Dams, but did not receive any award.   
(Repairs are not often funded thru state grants.)

•	 Many individuals questioned why the upper lakes were not 
included when the assessment district was established.     
Only Portage and Base Line Lakes have established court 
ordered lake levels, established by Circuit Court (1956)   

•	 For more information about Lake Levels, please see your 
Fall 2024 Michigan Riparian article by Attorney Clifford 
Bloom.  The Michigan Riparian is received by members.   

management program is to maintain native plant diversity.  
Some possible sources of chloride include road salts, sidewalk 
salts, and improper discharge of water softener into the lakes.

The program is also researching the possible use of “nutrient 
deactivator” called PhosLock which can reduce phosphorous 
levels in the sediment.   They are looking at using this in 
Tamarack and Little Portage, given their high phosphorous 
levels.  

You may have already noticed the reduction in your 
assessment on your December taxes.    Washtenaw County 
special assessment was reduced to 75% as costs have been 
lower than required to run the project in recent years.    

The Upper Huron River Chain of Lakes (Strawberry, Gallagher, 
Loon, and Zukey) review will be held sometime later this 
Spring.

Boater Safety Class 
Jan Arps-Prundeanu   

Saturday, April 26, 2025
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 pm
Portage Yacht Club, 8930 Dexter-Pinckney Road

Registration for this class is now open at:  
https://michigan.storefront.kalkomey.com/em/events/8430

Boater safety is an investment in safer waters for all of us.  
HRCOLA is sponsoring this class offered by the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff Marine Division.  Anyone born after 7-1-1996 
MUST be certified to legally operate a boat on Michigan 
waters.   This one-day course meets that requirement.   There 
is no registration fee and lunch will be provided at PWOA 
expense.   



.

R.J. Knight - Base Lake
(734) 646-5619
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learning); Michigan State University Extension Service 
(https://www.canr.msu.edu/lakes_streams_watersheds/
index) Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership 
(http://midwestglaciallakes.org/resources/webinars) 
and Michigan Lakes & Streams Association 
(https://mymlsa.org). Page #4 of this Newsletter gives 
information for an upcoming course through MSU. 

Take care.
Mark

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR…
Jane Ollila 

COVID EFFECTS….
The PBWOA Board recognizes that 2020 has been a 
most unusual and “stressful” year for all of you.  We 
have continued to modify our methods of operation 
and have still been able to meet monthly – via Zoom 
meetings which we feel are effective although not 
optimal.  Our Annual Meeting – for the first time ever 
was held in August – also via Zoom with 
approximately 40-50 members in attendance. We’re 
trying hard to “attend to business” and stay on top of 
lake issues that have come up.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact one of us if you have questions or suggestions.   

Other Covid related events included the necessity to 
cancel a Lake Health Seminar planned for March and 
our August Pizza Party. Covid also affected treatment 
for the Chain of Lakes Improvement Project in ways 
you may not have thought of. The Governor’s early 
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PBWOA partnering with 2 local 
Conservation District’s CISMAs
What is CISMA? Well, it stands for Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Area and our Chain 
of Lake is part of two different CISMA areas: The 
GiLLS CISMA covers Genesee, Lapeer, Livingston 
and Shiawassee counties, and the JLW CISMA covers 
Jackson, Lenawee and Washtenaw counties. They 
are funded through the Michigan Invasive Species 
Grant Program and their focus is on identification and 
management of invasive species - both terrestrial and 
aquatic.

We look forward to working more directly with them 
in the coming months on projects in our Huron River 
Chain of Lakes.

 

.

Free Boat Wash
Portage Boat Access Site: 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021 11 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

As part of the Clean Boats, Clean Waters initiative, 
MSU is once again providing their free mobile boat 
wash program. Get a free boat wash and learn what 
steps you can take to prevent the spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species. The PBWOA is sponsoring this event.
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a perceived lack of aggressiveness in treating weeds. 
Both Paul Hausler and Jeff Knox indicated that the 
longer you wait at the beginning of the season the 
more effective the treatments are. The waiting at the 
beginning of the season should reduce the need for 
“spot” treatments. There were some challenges at the 
beginning of the treatment season last spring, as the 
new Lake Scientist, (Progressive AE) was hired in 
April and was new to the Huron River Chain of Lakes. 
The extremely rainy spring and cooler temperatures 
also impacted the scheduling of herbicide treatments.  

We also learned that herbicide treatment effectiveness 
is reduced because the flow of the river system 
decreases what is called "residence" time. Because 
Strawberry, Whitewood, Base Line and Gallagher 
lakes have "lower residence time" due to the flow of 
the river system, treatment effectiveness can be 
reduced. It is anticipated that more harvesting of 
nuisance plants may be done in 2020, especially in 
areas where permit restrictions are present and native 
plants have reached nuisance levels. It was agreed that 
the canals would be treated pre-emptively and early in 
in order to reduce excessive growth in those areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was emphasized that the goal of the treatments is to 
"manage" the aquatic invasive species, rather than 
eradicate all aquatic invasive species. The goal of a 
healthy, diverse ecosystem while maintaining the 
recreational benefits of the HRCOL is challenging and 
ongoing, but remains the focus.  
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Winter 2020 Newsletter 
restriction on boats in the water delayed access for the 
Lake Scientists to the lakes to assess for earlier 
treatment. They were also restricted throughout the 
summer to having no more than two people in their 
boats as they surveyed lakes. Prior years had allowed 
them to have a local resident or representative from 
Washtenaw County on board for more “eyes” and 
residents who have up-close knowledge of the 
problem. Covid also interfered with production and 
shipment of needed parts when there were equipment 
breakdowns. Progressive AE, our lake scientist 
mentioned having 2 or 3 of their boats out of 
commission waiting on parts and the new harvesting 
company had at least 2 of their harvesters sidelined 
waiting for parts.   

We are hopeful all of you – our members – have 
survived and adjusted to this new way of life. We are 
also very hopeful that this too will pass and we can be 
back to “normal” very soon. 
We normally meet via Zoom for now the first Monday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in 
attending or have information you would like to share 
– again, contact a Board Member for directions on how 
to join us.    

GET TO KNOW YOUR WEEDS: Starry Stonewort 
By Jan Arps Prundeanu 

Starry Stonewort is one of the Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) that is being treated by our Lake 
Management Team. I attended the Michigan Inland 
Lakes Convention workshop: “An Update on Critical 
Aspects of the Forty Year Starry Stonewort Bio-
Invasion.” (The PBWOA generously funds any 
member who wishes to attend educational programs 

Following are highlights from that workshop. 

Starry Stonewort was introduced into our continent via 
the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1978. It was found near 
Belle Isle in 1983 and surfaced in our Michigan inland 
lakes in 2006. As of 2016, it is present in the lakes of 7 
states and Canada. Of special interest is the fact that 
OUR area (Oakland, Livingston, Jackson and 
Washtenaw counties) has the highest concentration of 
Starry Stonewort IN THE WORLD. Starry Stonewort 
likes our temperature, our sunlight and our “quiet” 
waters. Shallow, irregular shorelines are also 
conducive to its growth. It is capable of “creating” 
good conditions for its own growth and can become a 
dominant mono-culture. It reproduces by vegetative 
fragmentation and is easily transported by watercraft 
and trailers. (It creates significant biomass that has 
been the bane of many Tamarack boaters.) It does have 
one positive quality – it releases “allopathic” 
substances that block harmful algae blooms. 

Management of Starry Stonewort has been 
challenging. Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species 
Research Center presented the status of their research 
findings, which are in the early stages. The use of 
algaecides (Copper based) and mechanical harvesting 
have proven somewhat effective, but the studies have 
been limited and some untreated lakes initially have 
shown greater reductions in biomass. The current 
general consensus is that over time, treated areas do 
better, but the researchers are looking for untreated 
lakes to serve as controls. 

We welcome your questions, observations and 
concerns. Please direct them to me at: 
janarps60@gmail.com 
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findings, which are in the early stages. The use of 
algaecides (Copper based) and mechanical harvesting 
have proven somewhat effective, but the studies have 
been limited and some untreated lakes initially have 
shown greater reductions in biomass. The current 
general consensus is that over time, treated areas do 
better, but the researchers are looking for untreated 
lakes to serve as controls. 

We welcome your questions, observations and 
concerns. Please direct them to me at: 
janarps60@gmail.com 
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the drinking water we take from our wells. 

One could write a book on the benefits these preserves 
offer wildlife but we only have room to mention a few. 
From places to breed, raise young, feed, etc., the 
preserve properties are rich in depth and diversity for 
all kinds of wildlife in an undisturbed setting. Those 
who drive by the preserves slowly, or better yet stay 
long and drift closely by, will see Eagles, Osprey, 
Egrets, Kingfishers landing in the sparse dead tree 
branches of the tall shoreline trees and hear literally 
hundreds of different bird songs. There is no other 
place on Portage Lake where dead trees really even 
exist, much less stand away from development where 
these majestic predators repeatedly feel safe enough to 
rest while hunting. A real treat is to float in front of the 
Preserves near sunset and watch the thousands of 
different birds flock in to overnight there, bringing all 
their different songs with them. 

The untouched shorelines provide fish spawning and 
rearing habitat, a place to live, eat and reproduce for 
turtles, frogs and all kinds of other creatures which 
cannot survive near the sea-walled fine cut grass 
lakefronts so common on Portage Lake. The Preserves 
are a necessary lake health offset to the otherwise high 
degree of development of Portage Lake shorelines. 

Lake and grateful affiliate of the PBWOA. Both of 
these preserves prohibit human contact, allowing 
research access only and are protected from human 
development forever. 

Of far more importance are what these Preserves are 
and what they do. The Huron River Watershed Council 
sent scientific representatives to the properties to 
perform “Bio Reserve Assessments” which quantify 
how important the properties are ecologically and 
ultimately for humans. They rated both preserves very 
high and in fact on one preserve the wetland and 
shoreline itself was classified as “endangered.”  

preserve properties are rich in depth and diversity for 
all kinds of wildlife in an undisturbed setting. Those 
who drive by the preserves slowly, or better yet stay 
long and drift closely by, will see Eagles, Osprey, 
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rest while hunting. A real treat is to float in front of the 
Preserves near sunset and watch the thousands of 
different birds flock in to overnight there, bringing all 
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rearing habitat, a place to live, eat and reproduce for 
turtles, frogs and all kinds of other creatures which 
cannot survive near the sea-walled fine cut grass 
lakefronts so common on Portage Lake. The Preserves 
are a necessary lake health offset to the otherwise high 
degree of development of Portage Lake shorelines. 

Help Wanted: 
PBWOA is searching for someone to assist with the 
PBWOA.org website. Our website is built on the 
WordPress platform which is used by over half of 
the websites on the Net. The main qualification is 
an eagerness to learn, but familiarity with HTML, 
Javascript and/or PHP would be useful but not 
necessary. Previous WordPress experience would be 
wonderful. If you, or someone you know, would like 
to explore this opportunity, send an email to mail@
pbwoa.org and someone will get back to you. (P.S. 
If you or your business has a website and you can 
recommend your web designer, please let us know 
that as well.)

WELCOME 
95 NEW WATERFRONT OWNERS 
The PBWOA is excited to welcome so many new 
neighbors!  Wonderful adventures and memories 
await you on this exceptional body of water. Our goal 
is to help you navigate the transition and get the most 
enjoyment from your new home over the coming 
years while at the same time protecting and preserving 
the lakes. If you have questions please feel free to call 
a board member, connect with us at a Board meeting 
and join us as a PBWOA member… the best $50 you 
will have spent this year!
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